H.M.S. Pinafore 
by Gilbert and Sullivan

Since its premiere in 1878, Gilbert and Sullivan’s wildly popular operetta H.M.S. Pinafore has delighted audiences with a nautically tinged story of star-crossed lovers.  The gentlemanly Captain Corcoran   of the good ship Pinafore has a daughter, Josephine, who is in love with a lowly but gallant sailor named Ralph Rackstraw. The Captain forbids the marriage, wanting to match Josephine instead with the well-bred Sir Joseph, First Lord of the Admiralty.  In the meantime, the Captain finds himself         in nearly the same position as his daughter:  his former nanny, Little Buttercup, falls in love with him,  but he hesitates to reciprocate due to his higher social rank.  The whole situation is turned on its head when Little Buttercup reveals a game-changing secret she has kept for decades.  A rollicking farce with endearing characters, memorable tunes, and a hilariously happy ending, H.MS Pinafore                 is a classic, time-tested delight not to be missed.

ROLES
MALES
Sir Joseph Porter, KCB:  comic baritone. A pompous naval commander with absolutely no seagoing experience, Sir Joseph is the first lord of the admiralty. 

Captain Corcoran:  lyric baritone. The captain of the H.M.S. Pinafore, Corcoran is proud of the fact that he “hardly ever” gets seasick. He is also delighted at the prospect of getting his daughter Josephine married to Sir Joseph.

Ralph Rackstraw:  Tenor. An able seaman who is secretly in love with Josephine, Ralph is thought to be a poorly schooled, common sailor; but he has the vocabulary of an Oxford Don.


FEMALES
Josephine: Soprano.  Captain Corcoran’s daughter, Josephine is being sought in marriage by Sir Joseph but secretly loves Ralph.

Cousin Hebe: Mezzo-soprano. Sir Joseph’s first cousin

Buttercup: Alto.  A Portsmouth bumboat woman who has designs on Captain Corcoran and who holds an important secret that changes the destinies of many. 

Sisters, Cousins & Aunts

MALES OR FEMALES 

Dick Deadeye: bass-baritone or alto.  As ugly as the name implies, Dick Deadeye is a fellow crew member who tries to sabotage Ralph’s happiness.

Bill Bobstay:  baritone or mezzo-soprano.  Boatswain’s mate

Bob Becket:  bass or alto.  Carpenter’s mate

Shipmates, Sailors

